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PREFACE
Throughout church history, few doctrines have caused more confusion than the belief that 
Satan was once a holy angel who rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven. Though 
repeated  in  sermons,  hymns,  and  theological  writings  for  centuries,  this  idea  cannot  be 
supported by the Word of God.

This Study Guide continues our search for biblical truth, exposing long-standing traditions that 
have  replaced  revelation  with  speculation.  Each  Study  Guide  calls  believers  back  to  the 
authority of Scripture, where every teaching must be tested and proven by the Word alone. By 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, the student will  discover that the  “angels that sinned” 
spoken of by Peter and Jude were not celestial beings, but human messengers who once stood 
in the light of truth and fell through pride and deception.

These studies are not written to argue against men, but to defend the purity of the Gospel.  
Their purpose is to guard the hearts of sincere believers from error, to strengthen faith, and to 
restore confidence in the Word of God.

Above all, this series reminds us that the true battle between light and darkness takes place 
within the human heart. Victory is found only as we submit to Christ’s government and walk 
faithfully in the light He gives.

As you study,  pray for the illumination of the Holy Spirit,  who alone can reveal  truth and 
deliver from the bondage of human ideas. May it lead you into deeper discernment, spiritual 
freedom, and a greater love for the unchanging Word of God.

Personal Response
Key Truth
Why does identifying the angels as human messengers bring the warning about falling into our 
own responsibilities?
Personal Reflection
What makes it difficult for you to accept correction when you have defended a teaching for a 
long time?
Action Step
Are you defending a position simply because you have taught it before? What will you examine 
in the Bible, and how will you receive correction if your understanding needs to change?

INTRODUCTION: TESTING EVERY TEACHING BY THE WORD OF 
GOD
It is true that many who claim to believe and love Jesus find themselves unwittingly following 
false doctrines that cannot be supported by the Word of God. These teachings are man-made 
fabrications, influenced by Satan to corrupt the truth and destroy genuine faith.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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False doctrine is the most effective poison Satan has ever used against the Church of God. Its  
danger lies not in open rebellion, but in the subtle corruption of God’s Word, clothed in the 
appearance of righteousness.

This poison works slowly but powerfully. It enslaves the mind through philosophy and vain 
deceit, replacing the liberty of truth with bondage to man-made ideas. Over time, it produces 
spiritual blindness, weakens faith, and robs believers of the riches found only in Christ. These 
false teachings appear  in  creeds,  faith statements,  and sermons preached in the name of 
Christ, yet have no true foundation in His Word.

The Greatest Religious Deception
No greater lie has been spread among religious people than the belief that Satan was once a 
holy angel who rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven to become the devil. This idea 
has no Scriptural basis but has been sustained through centuries of tradition, symbolism, and 
mistranslation.

Isaiah  14,  Ezekiel  28  and  Luke  10:18 direct  our  attention  to  human  pride,  rebellion  and 
spiritual defeat, not a celestial revolt in heaven. Satan is not a fallen angel, but a created being 
fulfilling God’s purpose in allowing mankind to exercise moral choice.

In this Study Guide we now turn to  2 Peter 2:4 and  Jude 1:6, two verses often quoted to 
support the fallen-angel theory. When read carefully and compared with the Old Testament 
examples to which they refer, it becomes clear that these verses speak of judgement upon 
disobedience, not of angels rebelling in eternity past. They stand as solemn warnings that 
grace will never excuse sin, and that pride and unbelief always bring divine judgement.

Peter writes in 2 Peter 2:4:

“For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;”

And Jude confirms in Jude 1:6:

“And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day.”

We will also examine Genesis 6:2, which is used to support the claim that angels fell from 
heaven and married the “daughters of men.” Moses wrote:

“That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took 
them wives of all which they chose.”

When examined together, these verses harmonise not with the myth of a heavenly rebellion, 
but  with  the  historical  judgements  recorded  in  Scripture  -  judgements  upon  those  who 
departed from divine order and refused the truth. They reveal that the same spirit of rebellion  
which worked in the past still operates today wherever men resist the Word of God.
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The Error of Modern Grace Theology
The false doctrine that man cannot live free from sin is rooted in the same deception. It is  
preached under the cloak of modern grace theology, claiming that one “cannot help but sin 
every day in word, thought, and deed.”

Paul wrote in Romans 6:1-2:

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God 
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”

Therefore, as we continue this study, let every heart remain open to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. Only the Spirit of truth can expose the hidden poison of false doctrine and establish us  
in the freedom of Christ. Every teaching - true or false - must be tested by the Word of God.

Testing the Spirits
John reminds us in 1 John 4:1:

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”

This  verse  shows  clearly  that  spirits  are  not  lifeless  or  impersonal  forces.  They  express 
themselves through human beings - through words, attitudes, and doctrines. John connects 
the “spirits” directly with false prophets, showing that these unseen influences work through 
men and women who teach error. In the same way, the Spirit of God speaks and acts through 
true prophets, preachers, and teachers who are governed by the Spirit of Christ.

Therefore, every voice, every doctrine, and every movement in religion is the product of a 
spirit - either the Spirit of truth or the spirit of error. The believer’s responsibility is to test the 
source by the Word of God. What harmonises with Scripture and exalts Christ is of the Holy 
Spirit; what contradicts the Word or glorifies man reveals another spirit at work.

Personal Response
Key Truth
Why must both a teaching and the spirit expressed through its messenger be tested by God's 
Word?
Personal Reflection
How could the belief that daily sin is unavoidable weaken your response to Christ's freedom?
Action Step
Think of a temptation you have excused as unavoidable. What excuse must you reject, and 
how will you trust the life of Christ within you to choose obedience?

THE FALLEN-ANGEL BELIEF EXAMINED
The belief  that  celestial  angels  can  fall,  and  that  Satan  himself  was  once  a  holy  angel  in 
heaven, is rooted in the imagination of man. It is a fable told in sermons, books, and songs, 
and  has  been  accepted  by  nearly  all  branches  of  modern  Christianity  -  Roman  Catholic, 
Orthodox, Protestant, Pentecostal, Evangelical, and Charismatic. Though the details may vary, 
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the central idea remains the same: Satan was once an angel who fell from heaven through 
pride.

However, this belief, though ancient and popular, is not found in the Bible itself. It arose from 
human interpretation, not from the plain teaching of Scripture.

The Word  of  God  nowhere  records  a  time when celestial  angels  rebelled  against  God in 
heaven. It does not describe a celestial war before creation or portray Satan as a fallen being 
who corrupted himself.  These ideas entered religious teaching through misuse of symbolic 
language, where verses written about earthly rulers and human rebellion were lifted out of  
context and wrongly applied to celestial beings.

The so-called “fallen angels” of 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 1:6 are not heavenly spirits cast out of a 
celestial realm. They represent human messengers or ministries that departed from the truth -  
men and women who turned from their first calling and fell under judgement.

The danger of this false belief is more than doctrinal confusion; it distorts the nature of evil 
and hides the true battlefield - the heart and mind of man. By imagining Satan as a once-holy 
angel  who fell,  people excuse sin as  something inevitable and uncontrollable,  rather  than 
seeing it as a wilful act of disobedience that can be overcome through Christ.

In contrast, the Scriptures reveal that Satan is a created being with a defined role, serving 
within God’s purpose to test, prove, and expose the heart of man. His work is not independent 
of God, but subject to divine authority at all times. Therefore, our study of 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 
1:6 and Genesis 6 will not confirm the traditions of men, but will uncover the truth of God’s 
Word, showing that every false doctrine - no matter how ancient or respected -  must fall  
before the light of Scripture.

The Angels That Sinned
The subject of “the angels that sinned” has been greatly misunderstood throughout much of 
Christendom. Many sincere teachers have long believed that these  “angels” were celestial 
beings in heaven who rebelled against God and were cast out.

Yet, when the Scriptures are examined carefully, it becomes clear that neither Peter nor Jude 
was  describing  heavenly  spirits.  They  were  speaking  of  men  and  women,  teachers  and 
ministers, who once knew the truth and turned away from it. To understand this correctly, we 
must first read the two key verses in question.

Peter writes in 2 Peter 2:4:

“For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;”

Jude confirms this truth in Jude 1:6:

“And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day.”

These verses are often used to support the idea that celestial angels rebelled in heaven before 
creation and became the devil’s host. However, when Scripture is compared with Scripture, 
and the verses are read in their proper context, a very different truth emerges.
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The True Meaning of “Angels”
Peter and Jude both describe false teachers and apostate ministers within the household of 
faith who have departed from the truth of the Gospel while still claiming to speak for God.  
This warning applies equally to men and women who turn aside from the truth.

They  are  called  angels  because  the  word  simply  means  messengers.  These  were  once 
messengers of divine truth. Yet, having fallen from their spiritual position, they now walk in 
darkness,  chained  by  deception  and  reserved  for  judgement.  Therefore,  the  “angels  that 
sinned” are not celestial beings cast from heaven, but fallen human messengers, men and 
women who have forsaken their first estate in Christ, that is, their original calling and position 
in the truth.

The Purpose of This Examination
The purpose of this study is to examine these verses in their scriptural and spiritual context,  
beginning with 2 Peter 2:4, and then Jude 1:6, to understand what the Holy Spirit truly teaches 
concerning these “angels,” their fall, and their present condition under divine restraint.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How does the spiritual fall of human messengers differ from the inherited account of celestial 
rebellion?
Personal Reflection
What does the heart being the place of conflict mean for the way you explain your own 
choices?
Action Step
Recall a wrong choice for which you blamed another person or influence. What responsibility 
must you accept, and what will you put right?

THE MEANING OF “ANGELS” IN SCRIPTURE
The Bible uses the word angel in several different ways. In the Old Testament, the Hebrew 
word MALAK means messenger. It describes one who is sent to carry out a commission or 
deliver a message.

In the New Testament, the Greek word AGGELOS also means messenger. Like the Hebrew 
term, it  can refer either to a heavenly messenger or  to a human being who brings God’s  
message.

Therefore, when the word angel appears in the Bible, the meaning must be understood from 
the context. The messenger may be celestial or human depending on how the verse is used.

Examples in the Old Testament
In the Old Testament, the word MALAK is used for both celestial and human messengers.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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We read in Genesis 22:11:

“And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham: and he said, Here am I.”

Here, the word MALAK refers to a celestial messenger sent from God to stop Abraham from 
offering Isaac. This messenger spoke with divine authority and delivered God’s command.

Again, we see another example in Exodus 3:2:

“And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed.”

This angel of the LORD was a heavenly messenger through whom God revealed His presence 
and called Moses to deliver Israel.

However, the same word MALAK is also used for human messengers, as seen in Job 1:14:

“And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the 
asses feeding beside them.”

And again, in Malachi 2:7:

“For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his 
mouth: for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.”

Priests were called messengers because they represented the Word of God to the people. The 
word MALAK is again used here for messenger, showing that it does not apply only to celestial  
beings  but  also  to  human  servants  of  God.  They  were  entrusted  with  truth  and  were 
responsible to declare it faithfully.

Examples in the New Testament
In  the  New  Testament,  the  word  AGGELOS  is  also  used  for  both  celestial  and  human 
messengers.

In Matthew 28:2, we read:

“And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.”

Here, AGGELOS refers to a celestial messenger, one of God’s holy angels sent from heaven to 
announce the resurrection of Christ.

Likewise, another clear example appears in Luke 1:26:

“And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth.”

The angel Gabriel was a heavenly messenger sent to Mary with God’s message concerning the 
birth of Jesus. However, AGGELOS is also used for human messengers.

Jesus said of John the Baptist in Luke 7:27:

“This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee.”
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We read again in Luke 9:52:

“And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a village of 
the Samaritans, to make ready for him.”

Paul also referred to himself as an angel, showing that the word could be used of a human 
servant carrying God’s message. In Galatians 4:14 he wrote:

“And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but 
received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.”

Even in Revelation, the “angels” of the seven churches are not celestial beings but ministers 
or elders, those responsible for conveying the truth to their congregations. John records this 
in Revelation 1:20:

“The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven 
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the 
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”

The Correct Understanding
From these examples, it is clear that both the Hebrew MALAK and the Greek AGGELOS are 
used in Scripture for celestial messengers and for human messengers. The meaning is always  
determined by the context in which the word appears.

When the context speaks of heavenly beings carrying out divine commands, the word refers to 
celestial messengers. When it describes those who minister, teach, or carry God’s message to 
others, it refers to human messengers.

As we continue our study, we will see that the “angels” mentioned by Peter and Jude were not 
celestial beings but earthly messengers of truth who fell from their spiritual position. This will  
become clear as we examine the Scriptures that follow.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How do examples of MALAK and AGGELOS show why context must identify the kind of 
messenger?
Personal Reflection
How should this distinction change the confidence with which you repeat a familiar 
explanation about angels?
Action Step
Choose a verse containing the word angel that you have used in teaching. How will you check 
whether its messenger is human or celestial before repeating your explanation?

SPIRITS AND CHAINS OF DARKNESS

Spirits Cannot Be Bound with Iron
A central problem with the common  “fallen angel” interpretation is this:  spirits cannot be 
bound with physical chains. The Bible shows that a spirit cannot be tied up with a real chain.  

BACK TO CONTENTS
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Spirits do not have physical bodies as people do. They cannot be touched, held, or locked up 
with metal or rope.

Therefore, when Peter and Jude refer to “angels bound with chains,” these words cannot be 
taken  literally.  They  must  be  understood  figuratively,  representing  spiritual  blindness  and 
bondage. Both writers mention darkness, which in the Bible often symbolises ignorance or loss 
of understanding.

When people reject the light of God’s Word, they are no longer free. They become chained in  
darkness, unable to see or understand truth.

The Rejection of Truth Becomes a Chain
Paul described this state in Romans 1:28:

“And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient.”

And again in Titus 1:16:

“They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, 
and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.”

When the heart turns from truth, that rejection becomes a chain. It holds the soul captive and 
blinds the understanding, even while outwardly appearing religious.

Many people sincerely  believe they are  following Christ,  yet  are bound by traditions that 
contradict His Word. These beliefs act like invisible chains, keeping them from walking in the 
full light of truth.

Examples of Religious Chains
The Belief in “Good Friday” and “Easter Sunday.”

Many honour this tradition, yet Jesus Himself said in Matthew 12:40:

“For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son 
of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”

From Friday evening to Sunday morning is not three days and three nights.  This tradition, 
though widely accepted, binds people to a false timeline that hides the full truth of Christ’s 
death and resurrection.

The Use of the Word “Easter.”

The  name  Easter  does  not  come  from  Scripture  but  from  ancient  pagan  customs  that 
honoured fertility and the rising sun. The Bible never instructs believers to celebrate Easter. 
Instead, the early church rejoiced daily in the living Christ, not in a yearly festival of human 
invention.

Literal Water Baptism as a Means of Salvation

Many are taught that baptism in water removes sin. Yet the Bible teaches that true baptism is 
spiritual, not ceremonial.
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Peter said in 1 Peter 3:21:

“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ:”

Trusting in a physical act instead of the inward work of the Spirit is another chain that binds 
the soul in error.

The Belief that One Cannot Live Without Sin

The teaching that a believer cannot live without sin denies the power of Christ to deliver from 
sin.

John wrote in 1 John 3:9:

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and 
he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”

Such modern doctrines excuse sin rather than overcome it, keeping people in the bondage 
Christ came to break.

Personal Response
Key Truth
Why do chains of darkness describe bondage through rejected truth rather than iron holding a 
spirit?
Personal Reflection
How can defending a familiar religious practice keep you from receiving the freedom Christ 
gives?
Action Step
Is there a religious practice you find difficult to question? What words of the Bible will you 
examine, and what will you change if that practice is binding your thinking to error?

Spiritual Freedom
Jesus said in John 8:31-32:

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.”

Only truth can break these spiritual chains. When a person receives and obeys the light of  
God’s Word, the mind is opened, the darkness is removed, and the soul walks in liberty.

Chains of Darkness Explained
The expressions “chains of darkness” in 2 Peter 2:4 and “everlasting chains under darkness” in 
Jude 1:6 describe spiritual captivity, not physical imprisonment. When the Scriptures speak of 
darkness,  they  often  refer  to  the  absence  of  light  or  truth.  Light  in  the  Bible  symbolises 
understanding, righteousness, and the presence of God, while darkness represents ignorance, 
deception, and separation from truth.
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John wrote in 1 John 1:5-6:

“This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.”

To be bound in darkness, therefore, means to live without the knowledge of God, unable to 
discern spiritual truth or walk in His light.

Spiritual Chains
The  “chains” mentioned  by  Peter  and  Jude  are  spiritual  chains  -  the  unseen  forces  of 
deception, unbelief, and false teaching that hold the heart in bondage. These are not iron links 
but the power of ignorance and corruption that keep a soul from walking in the light of Christ.

Paul described this condition in 2 Timothy 2:25-26:

“In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that they may recover 
themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”

Those  who reject  the  truth  become trapped in  spiritual  darkness,  just  as  Peter  and Jude 
declared. They are “reserved unto judgement” because they have turned from the light that 
once shone upon them.

Everlasting Chains
When Jude speaks of  “everlasting chains under darkness,” he is describing a condition that 
continues as long as a person remains in unbelief. These chains endure, not because they are  
made  of  metal,  but  because  darkness  remains  wherever  truth  is  refused.  Nicodemus,  a 
Pharisee, came to Jesus by night to enquire if He truly was sent from God. Jesus replied that 
the only way into the kingdom was to be born again.

This new birth is the only escape from darkness and its power.

Paul confirms this truth in Colossians 1:13-14:

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins.”

Therefore, when a man or woman is not born again in their lifetime, they remain in everlasting 
chains under darkness for eternity. As long as the soul resists the Word of God, it is bound in 
ignorance and spiritual blindness. Only repentance and obedience to truth can break those 
chains.

Jesus said in John 8:31-32:

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.”

Truth is the only power that breaks spiritual bondage. When a person walks in the light of 
God’s Word, every chain of darkness is broken, and the soul is set free.
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The psalmist rejoiced in Psalm 124:7:

“Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, 
and we are escaped.”

This  is  the  song  of  every  soul  that  has  been  delivered  from  false  doctrine  and  spiritual  
blindness. When the light of truth shines upon the heart, the snare is broken, the chains fall 
away, and the soul is made free in Christ. Those once bound in darkness now walk in the 
liberty of truth, rejoicing in the light of God’s presence.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How do repentance and the new birth bring freedom from the darkness described by Peter and 
Jude?
Personal Reflection
What does the opportunity to respond during physical life mean to you when you recognise a 
wrong?
Action Step
If you recognise a wrong attitude or action in your own life, what will you do about it now? 
Explain why you must not assume another opportunity after physical death.

2 PETER 2:4 - THE CONTEXT AND THE ANGELS THAT SINNED
To understand which angels Peter is referring to, we must first establish the context of his 
teaching. From the very first verse of the chapter, it is clear that Peter’s focus is upon false 
prophets and false teachers within the midst of God’s people.

He writes in 2 Peter 2:1:

“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”

The  word  “privily” comes  from  the  Greek  PAREISAGO,  meaning  to  bring  in  secretly  or 
stealthily. The phrase  “damnable heresies” uses the Greek HAIRESIS, meaning a self-chosen 
opinion or sect that divides from the truth. Peter is therefore warning of those who, while 
appearing spiritual, secretly introduce false teaching among God’s people. His entire teaching 
from this point forward concerns apostasy within the church, not rebellion in heaven.

Peter continues in 2 Peter 2:2-3:

“And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth 
shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and 
their damnation slumbereth not.”

The word  “pernicious” comes from the Greek APŌLEIA, meaning ruin, loss, or destruction - 
whether physical, moral, or spiritual. It describes the destructive end of false teaching that 
corrupts the pure way of truth.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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It is the same word Jesus used in Matthew 7:13, where He said:

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat.”

Here the word  “destruction” is the Greek APŌLEIA, showing the ultimate ruin and loss that 
results from following the broad way. This word does not simply mean the end of life, but the  
complete ruin of the soul - the loss of purity, truth, and fellowship with God. It describes a 
process where truth is slowly replaced by error until all spiritual vitality is lost.

Peter  uses  it  to  show that  false  teaching never  leads  to  life.  Its  end is  always  APŌLEIA -  
spiritual decay and separation from the truth.

Paul’s Warning of the Same Danger
This same warning was given by Paul to the elders of Ephesus.

In Acts 20:29-30, Paul said:

“For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, 
not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them.”

Paul’s words agree perfectly with Peter’s. The greatest danger to the church is not persecution 
from without, but corruption from within. Those who arise “of your own selves” are the very 
ones who secretly introduce destructive teachings.

Paul repeats this same warning in 2 Timothy 3:1-5:

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”

This describes the spirit of apostasy that would mark the Gospel Day - religion in name, yet 
void of the power and purity of truth. Both Peter and Paul warn of the same condition: false  
ministers who bring in subtle error, use religion for gain, and draw disciples after themselves. 
Their influence corrupts the way of truth,  and their end is APŌLEIA -  the destruction that 
comes from rejecting the light of Christ. The expression “feigned words” in 2 Peter 2:3 is from 
the Greek PLASTOS, meaning artificial or fabricated.

Peter is warning that many would use cleverly crafted words to deceive and to profit from 
religion. By such deceit, they bring reproach upon  “the way of truth,” causing the name of 
Christ to be spoken against. This condition was not limited to Peter’s day but continues in 
every age where human ambition replaces the Spirit of truth. It is widespread among many 
religious groups today, where leaders seek personal advantage rather than the glory of God.

False doctrine is the most effective poison Satan has ever used against the Church of God. Its  
danger lies not in open rebellion, but in the subtle corruption of God’s Word, clothed in the 
appearance of righteousness.



EXPOSING THE MYTH OF SATAN'S FALL | THE ANGELS THAT SINNED

COGMA | V82.12 | STUDY GUIDE 3/5 P15

The Angels That Sinned
It is within this same context that Peter immediately introduces the phrase found in 2 Peter 
2:4:

“For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;”

Peter is not speaking here of celestial angels being cast out of heaven. Rather, he is referring 
to  those  who  were  once  enlightened,  who  had  been  redeemed,  and  had  received  the 
heavenly gift of truth.

Fallen from Their Spiritual Position
These  were  ministers  or  messengers  of  the  Gospel  who turned  away  and  fell  from their 
exalted position in Christ’s right hand. The stars and their position are described in Revelation 
1:13-16 and identified in verse 20.

John wrote in Revelation 1:13-16:

“And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed 
with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His 
head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a 
flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his 
voice as the sound of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven stars: and 
out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the 
sun shineth in his strength.”

John identifies the stars in Revelation 1:20:

“The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven 
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the 
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”

They also fell from their place in Ephesians 2:4-6, where Paul reminds believers of their true 
standing in Christ:

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when 
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus.”

Once standing in the light of divine truth, they turned from it and fell into darkness and error. 
Their fall was not from a celestial realm, but from a spiritual position of grace and authority 
within the body of Christ.

Cast Down to Hell
The phrase  “cast them down to hell” translates the Greek verb TARTAROŌ, which appears 
here as TARTARŌSAS ("having cast down to Tartarus"). The verb occurs only once in the New 
Testament. In this Study Guide, the wording describes a state or condition of abasement and 
restraint, not a literal fiery place beneath the earth. These “angels” were therefore cast down 
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into a realm of darkness - a state of deception and spiritual ruin. They fell from the light of  
truth into the bondage of ignorance and falsehood.

This “casting down” represents a loss of spiritual vision and understanding. Those who once 
walked in heavenly light are now bound by their own unbelief, held in chains of darkness until 
judgement reveals their condition.

Judgement and the Opportunity for Restoration
Peter is not referring to a state after death. Those who are bound by unbelief are kept in  
darkness  until  KRISIS,  the  Greek  word  meaning  judgement  or  decision.  The  English  word 
“crisis” does come from the Greek word KRISIS (κρίσις).

In Greek, KRISIS means  “decision,” “judgement,” or  “turning point.” It comes from the verb 
KRINŌ (κρίνω), which means “to judge,” “to decide,” or “to separate.” Over time, as the word 
passed into Latin and then into English, its meaning shifted slightly. In modern use,  “crisis” 
often means a critical or decisive moment - a time when change must occur, or an outcome is 
determined.

Peter’s use of KRISIS refers to that moment when truth confronts error, and the soul - whether 
man or woman - must decide between repentance or condemnation. In other words, these 
individuals not only hear the truth, but under conviction they also recognise their unbelief 
and, if they repent, find mercy.

Jesus promised in Mark 16:16:

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.”

Faith and obedience bring salvation, but unbelief brings judgement. This decision - this KRISIS -  
takes place while a person is still alive, not after death. When men and women confess their 
sin and ask Jesus to reign again in their hearts, the darkness is broken, and light is restored. 
God’s will is that all should be saved and come into the light - including those who have taught  
or believed doctrines contrary to Christ and His Church.

A powerful  example  of  this  mercy  is  seen in  Paul,  who once  opposed the  truth  but  was 
transformed through a born-again experience into a faithful minister of Christ.

Peter later confirms God’s longsuffering mercy in 2 Peter 3:9:

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.”

This  reveals  that  God’s  purpose  in  judgement  is  always  redemptive.  Even  when  men  or 
women fall  into  darkness,  His  desire  is  to  bring  them  again  into  light  and  truth  through 
repentance and spiritual renewal. This is the call of God in the Evening Light, the day in which 
we now live. It is His loving invitation for all who are in Babylon - that is, in confusion, false 
religion, and error - to come out and find their place and purpose within the true church and 
body of Christ.
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John records this divine call in Revelation 18:4:

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

Jesus offers a second chance while a person remains in the physical body. Jesus is ever ready  
to restore those who turn back to Him, just as He did with Paul, who once persecuted the 
church but was transformed into a messenger of truth. This same mercy is also portrayed in 
the parable  of  the prodigal  son,  where repentance leads  to  full  restoration and renewed 
fellowship with the Father. Through these examples, we see that no soul is beyond the reach 
of grace while life remains and the heart is willing to turn again to Christ.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How does Peter's warning about false teachers explain the angels' fall and their chains of 
darkness?
Personal Reflection
What attitude arises in you when a person who taught error later seeks mercy and restoration?
Action Step
Think of someone who has taught an error and is now facing correction. What will you change 
in how you speak to or pray for that person, remembering God's willingness to show mercy?

THE PRESENT JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

The Subtle Lie About Judgement
When it comes to the subject of judgement, Satan has again planted a subtle lie. Many have 
been taught and have come to believe that judgement occurs only after death - that there is a 
place beyond the grave where books are opened, a trial is held, and each person is found 
guilty or innocent. The verses most often used to support this false belief are Paul’s words in 2 
Corinthians 5:10 and Romans 14:10.

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:10:

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.”

And again in Romans 14:10:

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? 
for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

These verses are often read as though judgement takes place after death, yet both are written 
to living believers. Paul is speaking of the present, spiritual reality of standing before Christ’s  
judgement seat - the place where truth exposes error, and the Word reveals the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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The Meaning of the BĒMA
The phrase “judgement seat of Christ” uses the Greek word BĒMA. In the Roman world, the 
BĒMA was a raised platform or seat where a governor or emperor sat to judge cases and 
pronounce sentences.

From this seat, decisions of reward or punishment, life or death were made. Citizens stood 
before the ruler to give an account of their actions, and the verdict could bring either honour 
or shame. Paul used this familiar image to show that every believer now stands before Christ,  
whose Word and Spirit judge the thoughts, motives, and deeds of the heart.

Judgement in This Present Life
In  both  his  letters,  Paul  explains  that  we  are  judged  by  our  actions  in  this  present  life. 
Judgement is therefore taking place now, within our physical lives. When death comes, what 
remains is not a future trial, but the sentence already sealed by the life we have lived - the 
spiritual condition in which we remain eternally. Solomon wrote concerning physical death 
that although the mourners walk the streets, the soul has already departed to its “long home” 
or eternal abode.

He records in Ecclesiastes 12:5:

“Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, 
and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and 
desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about 
the streets.”

This verse reminds us that when a person dies, their earthly journey ends, and their eternal 
condition is fixed. The body is mourned, but the soul has already gone to its place - either in 
light or in darkness, according to how it has lived before God.

Personal Response
Key Truth
Why does the judgement seat of Christ concern present accountability rather than another 
opportunity to plead after death?
Personal Reflection
What does God knowing your motives mean for a choice you are making?
Action Step
Think of a decision where you have hidden your true motive. What will you acknowledge 
before Jesus Christ, and what honest change is needed?

The Heart Revealed Before God
Satan, however, has led many to believe that they will have another opportunity after death - 
to stand in a courtroom-like setting and explain their actions, as though pleading their case 
before God. The truth is that actions are governed by the heart, and the intent of the heart is 
known by God in every choice we make.
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As David neared death, he spoke to his son Solomon in 1 Chronicles 28:9:

“And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a 
perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.”

David’s words remind us that nothing is hidden from God. He knows both the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart and rewards every person accordingly.

The prophet confirms this in Jeremiah 17:10:

“I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.”

Here the Lord declares that He examines the motives behind every action, bringing either 
spiritual life or death according to truth.

The writer of Hebrews adds further light in Hebrews 4:12:

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

God’s Word exposes every hidden motive, every secret deceit, and every thought that rises 
against truth. Through the living Word, the Spirit continually searches and reveals the true 
condition of every heart.

No Second Chance After Death
Satan, however, would have many believe that after physical death there remains another 
opportunity - a chance to argue their actions or even to receive a second opportunity to make 
things right. Yet the Bible makes it clear that the only opportunity we have is in this present 
life. The realm of eternity is determined by whether we are spiritually alive or spiritually dead 
at the moment of  physical  death.  It  is  at  that moment that each soul receives its  eternal 
sentence - its reward of life or its separation from God.

The Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man
Jesus illustrated this in the parable of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16:22-23:

“And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his 
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”

As both men closed their eyes in death and gave up the breath of their physical bodies, each 
awoke immediately in their eternal realm. Lazarus entered into rest and comfort, while the 
rich man opened his eyes in torment and regret.

This parable reveals the unchanging truth that eternal destiny is fixed at death. There is no 
second chance beyond the grave.
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Jesus confirms this in Luke 16:26:

“And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they 
which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would 
come from thence.”

This  great  gulf  represents  the  unchangeable  boundary  between  spiritual  life  and  death  - 
between  those  who  are  reconciled  to  God  and  those  who  have  rejected  His  truth.  The 
decisions made in this life determine on which side of  that gulf  each soul  will  remain for 
eternity.

The Separation Between Light and Darkness
The Bible reveals that God’s Word continually separates light from darkness, truth from error, 
and righteousness from sin. This is not a single act but a continual work that takes place in the 
heart whenever the light of truth is received. From the very beginning, God established this 
divine principle of separation.

In Genesis 1:3-4 we read:

“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it 
was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.”

This first division was not only natural but spiritual in meaning, revealing how the Word of God 
works to divide truth from falsehood within the human heart. When the light of the Gospel 
shines, it exposes every hidden thing that belongs to darkness. It reveals what is true and what 
is false, what is of God and what is of the flesh. Every person who hears the Word faces this 
separation within themselves, as truth calls the soul out of error and unbelief.

John declared in John 1:4-5:

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not.”

Wherever this light shines, darkness must give way. Those who receive the light walk in truth 
and freedom, but those who resist it remain in ignorance and spiritual blindness. This is the 
true work of judgement - the Word of God dividing light from darkness, revealing who walks in 
truth and who remains in error.

Paul expressed this clearly in 2 Corinthians 6:14:

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness?”

The Word and Spirit of God continually perform this separation within the church today. Those 
who love truth are drawn ever more fully into the light of Christ. Those who resist it remain 
bound in the shadow of unbelief. This is why the Gospel is both a message of life and death,  
mercy and judgement.

It saves those who receive it, but it condemns those who reject it.
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Jesus said in John 3:19-21:

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are wrought in God.”

The Separation Is Today
The separation between light and darkness continues in our day. Every time the Word of God 
is preached, it reveals what is hidden and calls men and women to choose the light. Those 
who walk in truth are made free. Those who resist remain chained in darkness.

In this way, the judgement seat of Christ is continually active in the heart of every person - 
dividing, cleansing, and preparing a people who will walk in the light, as He is in the light. 
However,  when life  in  the body ends,  sentence is  immediate.  Each soul  goes to its  “long 
home” - its eternal dwelling, whether in heaven or in hell, according to the spiritual condition 
in which it departed this life.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How do the rich man's fixed gulf and the Word's separation of light from darkness explain the 
urgency of responding now?
Personal Reflection
What does receiving correction now mean for your willingness to stop hiding or excusing a 
known wrong?
Action Step
Have you delayed receiving or obeying a truth because it is inconvenient? What response will 
you make now while God gives you the opportunity?

THE FALL AND CONDUCT OF THE UNJUST

False Prophets, Not Celestial Angels
Peter’s focus throughout the second chapter remains upon false prophets and false preachers,  
not  celestial  angels  cast  out  of  God’s  heaven.  He  is  speaking  of  those  who  were  once 
enlightened, born again, and had received the heavenly gift of truth and understanding. These 
were ministers, preachers, and teachers of the Gospel who once stood in the light but turned 
away, falling from their exalted position in Christ into falsehood and apostasy.

Two Classes of People
Peter continues describing these “angels” in 2 Peter 2:9-10:

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: But chiefly them that walk after 
the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are 
they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.”

BACK TO CONTENTS
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In these verses, Peter sets forth two distinct classes of people.

• The godly are those who walk humbly and obediently before the Lord. God knows how 
to deliver them out of every temptation and to keep them by His grace.

• The unjust are those who walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise 
authority. They are held under divine reservation until the day of judgement when they 
will receive their punishment.

Those  who  “despise  government” reject  Christ’s  divine  authority.  The  government  of  His 
Church belongs to Him, not to a human minister who seeks to rule for personal advantage.

Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 9:6:

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”

To despise government is therefore to resist the rule of Christ over His Church and one’s life.

Presumptuous and Self-Willed
Peter calls such men and women presumptuous and self-willed - bold, arrogant, and without 
reverence for God or His order. They are moved by the Nicolaitan spirit, using titles, position, 
and elevation to merchandise the people and things of God. (This is examined more fully in 
the module “The Gifts and Offices in the New Testament.”) They are not afraid to speak evil of 
dignities, ridiculing the truths and things of God, and slandering those whom God has truly 
called.

Even in our day, there are many such false prophets and teachers within the religious world. 
They appear to prosper outwardly; their works seem successful, and their followers are many. 
Yet their prosperity is not a mark of divine favour.

Peter explains that they are in “chains of darkness” - kept under divine restraint and spiritually 
bound in ignorance. Outwardly they seem unrestrained, yet the chains of darkness hold them 
fast until the day of their death. After death comes the final sentence, when each will receive 
the reward for what he or she has done in the body. Their present blindness and inability to 
discern truth are already part of their judgement, for they have rejected the light that once 
shone within them.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How does despising Christ's government differ from a faithful ministry that serves under His 
authority?
Personal Reflection
How could outward success conceal self-will in your own use of responsibility?
Action Step
Examine a responsibility in which you want to be in control. Where is self-will influencing you, 
and how will you submit your conduct to Christ's government?
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Natural Brute Beasts
Peter continues in 2 Peter 2:11-12:

“Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord. But these, as natural brute beasts, made 
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and 
shall utterly perish in their own corruption.”

Here  Peter  draws  a  clear  contrast  between  faithful  messengers  and  false  ministers.  The 
“angels” who are greater in power and might represent true servants of God - those who still  
stand in divine strength and humility. These faithful ministers do not bring railing accusations 
against others. They maintain a meek and prayerful spirit, entrusting judgement to the Lord 
rather than speaking evil of men.

By contrast, the false teachers are presumptuous and self-willed. They are bold in speech, 
careless in attitude, and unrestrained in opinion. They use the Word of God to defend their 
own ideas and to condemn others, though they lack true spiritual understanding.

Meaning of “Natural”
Peter  likens  them  to  “natural  brute  beasts.” The  word  “natural” is  the  Greek  PHUSIKOS, 
meaning “according to nature or governed by natural instinct.” Such men and women live by 
the impulses of their carnal mind, reasoning by human thought rather than divine revelation.

Just  as  animals  act  by  instinct  without  moral  sense,  these  men  and  women  act  without 
spiritual discernment. Their chosen way of life leads inevitably to corruption and ruin, for they 
are made to be taken and destroyed.

Meaning of “Brute”
Peter also describes them as “brute.” The Greek word is ALOGOS, meaning “irrational, void of 
understanding, without the Word.” It comes from “a” (without) and “logos” (word, reason, or 
understanding).

This describes those who are without spiritual reason or discernment. They are not called 
“brute” because they are physically violent, but because they behave without the mind of 
Christ and without the spiritual light that should govern a child of God.

Their End and Their Example
Peter shows that they speak evil of the things they do not understand. Having once known 
truth, they now reject it, criticising and ridiculing what they formerly believed.

Their  end is  certain,  for  Peter says they shall  utterly  perish in their  own corruption.  They 
destroy themselves by the very doctrines they promote. Their falsehood devours them as fire 
consumes dry grass. The fruit of their ministry is death, for no life can spring from self-will and 
rebellion.

They  have  become  carnal  in  thought  and  practice,  trusting  human  wisdom  instead  of 
revelation. This fall from light to darkness is the unmistakable mark of apostasy.

It shows that any soul which ceases to walk in truth will soon be ruled by error. Therefore,  
every believer must keep a single eye and continue steadfastly in the light.
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Peter’s Warning and Invitation
Peter’s teaching in this verse exposes the true meaning of  “the angels that sinned.” These 
were not celestial beings cast out of heaven, but human messengers - ministers and teachers -  
who once held the truth of God and turned away from it.

The word angel means messenger. In the New Testament, it applies both to heavenly spirits 
and to earthly ministers who bear God’s message. In this context, Peter is clearly speaking of  
those who once walked in divine light but fell through deception and pride.

These “angels” had been raised to sit in heavenly places in Christ, enjoying fellowship in His 
truth and authority within His Church. But when they rejected the light and chose their own 
way, they fell from that exalted position. Their fall was spiritual, not celestial - a descent from 
truth to error, from life to darkness.

To be “cast down to hell” means to be brought into a state of abasement and spiritual ruin. 
The Greek verb TARTAROŌ is understood here as describing the spiritual condition of restraint  
- a place of blindness and confusion. These fallen messengers became bound by  “chains of 
darkness,” symbolising  the  ignorance  and  bondage  that  come through  false  doctrine  and 
unbelief.

Peter  shows  that  these  are  false  teachers  within  the  church,  not  rebels  in  heaven.  They 
secretly bring in damnable heresies, deny the Lord’s government, and use religion for gain. 
Their words are feigned - artificial and crafted to deceive. They walk after the flesh, despise 
Christ’s rule, and corrupt the way of truth.

Because of their fall, they are held under judgement - kept in darkness until the light of God’s 
Word exposes  their  condition.  Yet  even this  judgement  carries  mercy,  for  God’s  desire  is  
always repentance and restoration. His call  still  goes forth:  “Come out of her,  my people.” 
Those who once fell may yet return if they humble themselves and receive the truth anew.

The message  of  2 Peter  2:4 is  therefore  both  a  warning  and an invitation.  It  warns  that 
spiritual pride and compromise can cause any messenger to fall, but it also invites all who have 
stumbled to turn again to the light of Christ and be restored.

The Warning for Every Believer and Teacher
The  truth  revealed  in  this  verse  should  awaken  a  careful  and  humble  spirit  within  every 
believer and teacher of the Word.

Guard the truth. False doctrine begins when truth is neglected. Every message, ministry, and 
movement must be tested by the Word of God. Only what agrees with Scripture and exalts 
Christ can be trusted.

Honour Christ’s  government. These fallen messengers  “despised government.” Christ  alone 
carries the government of His Church upon His shoulder (Isaiah 9:6). To reject His authority is 
to step outside divine order and lose spiritual protection.

Beware of subtle deception. False teachers rarely appear as enemies of truth. Their words 
often sound right,  yet  they lead into spiritual  bondage.  Believers  must  remain discerning, 
holding fast the pattern of sound words and refusing man-made traditions.
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Remain in the light. Darkness only reigns where truth is refused. As we continue in Christ’s  
Word, every chain of deception is broken, and the soul remains free.

Remember God’s mercy. Even when a person has fallen, God’s desire is not condemnation but 
restoration. While life remains, repentance is possible. His grace still calls every captive soul 
out of darkness into marvellous light.

Final Thought
The  “angels that sinned” stand as a solemn warning that spiritual privilege brings spiritual 
responsibility.  Those  who  once  bore  the  light  must  walk  carefully,  lest  pride,  error,  or 
compromise cause them to fall. But for the humble and obedient, the same light that reveals  
sin also brings freedom, cleansing, and renewal in Christ Jesus.

Personal Response
Key Truth
Why does Peter contrast faithful messengers with self-willed teachers who speak against 
things they do not understand?
Personal Reflection
How should the possibility of pride corrupting spiritual privilege change the way you speak 
about others?
Action Step
Remember a disagreement in which you spoke about something you did not understand. What 
will you correct in your speech, and how will you listen more carefully next time?

THE FALLEN MESSENGERS IN JUDE’S EPISTLE
Jude’s epistle echoes Peter’s warning.

In Jude 4-8 we read:

“For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to 
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, 
and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. I will therefore put you in 
remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the 
people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. And 
the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 
Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving 
themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an 
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Likewise also these filthy dreamers 
defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.”

Jude, like Peter, was describing false teachers and ungodly men who once knew the truth but 
turned away. The “angels” that “kept not their first estate” were those who failed to remain 
faithful.  They  abandoned  lives  of  purity  and  no  longer  abided  in  Christ.  These  were  not 
celestial beings but human ministers who fell from grace, just as Israel once fell after being 
delivered from Egypt.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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Peter and Jude speak with one voice. Both warn of human messengers who once walked in  
truth but turned aside into error.

These “angels,” the Greek word AGGELOS meaning “messenger,” once held a place of divine 
trust  and calling,  yet  they forsook it.  They left their  first  estate -  from the Greek ARCHĒ, 
meaning rank, position, or beginning - and their habitation, the word OIKĒTĒRION meaning 
dwelling. In doing so, they departed from their rightful spiritual place in Christ, losing the light  
and authority that had once been theirs.

Parallel Examples
Jude sets three parallel examples to show the pattern and penalty of departure from truth.

• Israel’s unbelief after deliverance from Egypt - they were saved, then destroyed 
through disobedience (Jude 5).

• Sodom and Gomorrah given to lust - going after strange flesh, they are set forth as an 
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire (Jude 7).

• The same spirit of rebellion among false teachers - they defile the flesh, despise 
dominion, and speak evil of dignities (Jude 8).

The  phrase  “everlasting  chains  under  darkness” signifies  God’s  spiritual  judgement  on 
unfaithful messengers who persist in deception; their bondage is spiritual - blindness, error, 
and separation from the light of truth.

Jude’s Message of Warning
Jude’s warning is not about celestial beings falling long ago, but about apostate ministers in 
the Gospel day - men and women who abandon truth, defile themselves, and mislead others 
while  still  claiming  divine  authority.  Such are  the  “fallen  angels” reserved for  judgement. 
Parallel Comparison of 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 1:6

Parallel 2 Peter 2:4 Jude 1:6

Subject False prophets and teachers 
among believers.

Ungodly  men  who  abandon 
faith and purity.

Phrase “Angels that sinned.” “Angels which kept not their 
first estate.”

Meaning of ‘Angel’ Ministers or messengers who 
forsook truth.

Ministers who left their holy 
calling.

Chains “Chains  of  darkness” - 
symbolic  restraint  through 
error and deception.

“Everlasting  chains  under 
darkness” -  lasting  spiritual 
bondage and divine custody.

Condition Cast  down  to  spiritual  ruin 
and held for judgement.

Reserved  for  the  final 
reckoning of “the great day.”

Together these verses form a unified prophetic warning: God will judge false teachers who 
corrupt His truth.
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Personal Response
Key Truth
How do Jude's examples explain leaving a first estate and habitation as departure from truth 
and purity?
Personal Reflection
What does Jude's warning about grace and sin lead you to consider when you face 
temptation?
Action Step
Is there a situation where you are tempted to use grace as permission to compromise? What 
will you refuse, and how will the life of Jesus Christ govern your choice?

GENESIS 6:1-6 - THE SONS OF GOD
At first glance, these verses in Genesis 6 appear to support the belief that angelic beings once 
left heaven and mingled with humanity. Many have taught that fallen angels took on physical 
form and began “taking as wives all whom they chose.”

However,  when  we  turn  to  the  Word  of  God,  we  find  no  biblical  foundation  for  such  a 
teaching.  The  Scriptures  do  not  describe  celestial  beings  marrying  humans  or  producing 
offspring. Instead, they reveal a spiritual decline among mankind, the result of truth being 
forsaken and godliness being corrupted by unbelief.

Moses records in Genesis 6:1-6:

“And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men 
that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LORD 
said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days 
shall be an hundred and twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days; 
and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and 
they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men 
of renown. And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it 
repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart.”

The True Identity and Nature of the Sons of God
Moses also wrote in Genesis 6:3:

“And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.”

This identifies the beings involved as men of flesh, not celestial angels. Nowhere in Scripture 
are angels described as having flesh or possessing human bodies. In fact, the Bible makes a  
clear distinction between celestial and terrestrial beings.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:39-40:

“All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of 
beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial 
is another.”

Celestial angels are not made of flesh and blood, and therefore do not reproduce as humans 
do.

Personal Response
Key Truth
Why do the words about man and flesh in Genesis 6 matter when identifying the sons of God?
Personal Reflection
What does Genesis 6's focus on human corruption help you understand about responsibility for 
your own choices?
Action Step
Recall a wrong choice you made willingly. What must you stop blaming on others, and what 
will you do to take responsibility before God?

The Law of Reproduction - After Their Kind
This divine distinction was established from the beginning. In the record of creation, Genesis 1  
repeatedly affirms that all living things reproduce after their kind, meaning within their own 
order or species, according to the nature God gave them.

Moses writes in Genesis 1:11-12:

“And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit 
tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was 
so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the 
tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was 
good.”

He continues in Genesis 1:20-25:

“And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath 
life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. And 
God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters 
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and 
God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening 
and the morning were the fifth day. And God said, Let the earth bring forth the 
living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after 
his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and 
cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: 
and God saw that it was good.”
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The phrase “after his kind” comes from the Hebrew word “MÎN”, which means species, sort, or 
category - that which shares a common nature or set of characteristics. It expresses the divine 
law that every form of life reproduces only within the boundaries of its own God-given nature.

Each living thing brings forth offspring of the same kind, fish with fish, birds with birds, and 
mankind with mankind. No creature can cross the boundaries of kind. This immutable law 
preserves order and purity in creation and reflects God’s wisdom in establishing a world of 
harmony and structure.

Celestial Angels
Angels of the celestial kind are spirits and not part of this reproductive order. They do not 
marry, bear offspring, or interact sexually, for they are spirits and not flesh. They are not the 
“same kind” as human beings.

The Nature of Resurrection and Spirit
Jesus confirmed the truth concerning spirits, when speaking to the Sadducees about the 
resurrection. He said in Matthew 22:30:

“For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
angels of God in heaven.”

Christ’s words were not a description of the nature of angels themselves, but a revelation of 
the nature of  resurrected human beings.  In  the resurrection,  the physical  body no longer 
reproduces; it returns to the dust, while the spirit lives eternally.

Solomon declares in Ecclesiastes 12:7:

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave it.”

This shows that when the natural body perishes, the spirit - which is not flesh and blood -  
returns to God. Therefore, spirits do not reproduce, for reproduction belongs only to physical 
life.

The Sons of God Were Men, Not Angels
Therefore, the “sons of God” in Genesis 6 were men, not angels. The phrase is used elsewhere 
in the Bible, referring to those who have entered into covenant relationship with God.

Moses writes in Deuteronomy 14:1:

“Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make 
any baldness between your eyes for the dead.”

Hosea foretold in Hosea 1:10:

“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place 
where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, 
Ye are the sons of the living God.”

And Paul confirms in Romans 8:14:

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”
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These Scriptures show that the term “sons of God” describes righteous men and women who 
live under the influence of the Spirit and walk in obedience to God’s Word. Thus, Genesis 6  
speaks of the intermarriage between the godly and ungodly lineages - the union of those who 
followed God with those who lived after the flesh.  This  mixture of  truth and error led to 
corruption, wickedness, and eventual judgement.

Paul warns the church in 2 Corinthians 6:14:

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness?”

This verse confirms the same principle revealed in Genesis 6. The  “sons of God” were men 
who belonged to God through faith and obedience, while the “daughters of men” represented 
those who lived without regard for His Word. When the godly mingled with the ungodly, their  
union weakened the influence of righteousness and produced corruption in the earth.

God’s plan has always been separation between light and darkness. His people are called to 
live distinct, holy lives, not blending with the unbelieving world. This truth runs throughout 
Scripture and remains a vital warning for all who desire to walk in the Spirit today.

The “Sons of God” and the “Daughters of Men”
Continuing in Genesis 6:4-6, Moses writes:

“There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of 
God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same 
became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he 
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.”

The constant and repeated references are to men, not to spirits or fallen angels. The focus is  
entirely upon humanity - men and women living upon the earth whose moral corruption had 
reached its height.

The Identity of the “Sons of God”
Nowhere does the Word of God refer to celestial angels as sons of God in the same sense that  
it uses the term for mankind. Nor does the Bible ever say that it repented the LORD that He  
had made the angels. The grief of God expressed in Genesis 6:6 clearly concerns His creation 
of man, made in His own image.

Moses records in Genesis 1:26-27:

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them.”
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Eve, on the other hand, was formed from Adam’s rib. In Genesis 2:21-23, we read:

“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the 
LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”

This distinction between the sons of God and the daughters of men in Genesis 6 shows the  
union of two very different lines of people. The sons of God symbolise those who followed the 
truth that began with Adam, who is called “the son of God” in Luke 3:38. Adam was created in 
the image and likeness of God - pure and without sin.

Eve was taken out of man and therefore symbolically represents the daughter of man, for 
her nature was drawn from Adam, the man of the earth. Paul alludes to this in 1 Corinthians 
11:8:

“For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.”

From these two came two distinct spiritual lines:

• The righteous descendants of Adam, who walked in obedience to God, are described as 
the sons of God;

• The unrighteous descendants of Cain, who lived according to the desires of the flesh, 
are called the daughters of men.

When these two groups began to mix together, truth and error became joined, and the result 
was moral and spiritual corruption. Righteousness was weakened, wickedness spread across 
the earth, and the judgement of the Flood followed.

There is no place in Scripture that tells of angels leaving heaven, taking human bodies, or  
committing sin on earth. The record in Genesis 6 speaks only of human beings - men of flesh,  
not spirits from heaven.

God’s Judgement in the Days of Noah
In Genesis 6:7, we read:

“And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them.”

Here God clearly states that He “repented” that He had made man and beast. There is no 
mention whatsoever of angels. Then in Genesis 7:4, God adds:

“For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face 
of the earth.”

This  judgement was directed entirely  at  earthly  creation -  mankind and the animals.  God 
destroyed all human and animal life upon the earth, except for those preserved in the ark. 
Nowhere do we read of any so-called fallen angels being destroyed in the Flood. The narrative 
deals exclusively with man’s sin and God’s earthly judgement.
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• The “sons of God” are those led by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:14);

• The “daughters of men” symbolise those walking after the flesh (Genesis 6:2);

• Their union illustrates the danger of compromise between truth and error (2 
Corinthians 6:14);

• The result was moral decline and divine judgement in Noah’s day (Genesis 6:5-7).

Therefore, Genesis 6 reveals a spiritual lesson: the church must remain pure and separated 
unto God, walking in truth and obedience, lest the same corruption again arise among God’s 
people.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How do reproduction after kind and the human setting of the Flood support the warning about 
mixing truth with error?
Personal Reflection
Where could pressure to agree with an ungodly choice weaken your faithfulness to Christ?
Action Step
Think of a relationship or decision where you feel pressured to agree with what is wrong. What 
boundary will you keep so that your conduct remains faithful to Christ?

THE HOLINESS AND PERFECTION OF HEAVEN
The Scriptures never teach that celestial angels have sinned or that heaven has ever been 
defiled. On the contrary, the Word declares it to be holy and incorruptible.

We read in 2 Chronicles 30:27:

“Then the priests the Levites arose and blessed the people: and their voice was 
heard, and their prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, even unto heaven.”

The word holy  is  translated from the Hebrew QÔDESH,  meaning a  sacred place or  thing;  
sanctity. It signifies something set apart and secured from violation or corruption.

This is confirmed again in Deuteronomy 26:15:

“Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy people Israel, and 
the land which thou hast given us, as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land that 
floweth with milk and honey.”

Heaven is therefore a sacred, perfect realm where God’s will is always done. There is no sin, 
rebellion, or unrest in that holy habitation.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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Personal Response
Key Truth
How does the description of God's holy habitation differ from a story of sin and rebellion in that 
realm?
Personal Reflection
What causes you to give evil more attention than the holiness and authority of God?
Action Step
When reports of spiritual conflict frighten you, what will you remind yourself about God's 
holiness and authority? How will this change the attention you give to fear?

APOSTASY IN THE MINISTRY AND THE SAFEGUARD AGAINST 
IT
The same spirit of turning from truth that worked among the “angels that sinned” continues 
wherever ministers lose their hold upon the Word of God. Peter and Jude showed that these 
fallen messengers were once faithful servants who turned aside through pride and self-will.

Their example warns that apostasy is not confined to the past. It  appears again whenever 
those entrusted with truth neglect the inward life of holiness. When ministry begins to serve 
from self rather than from love, the fall begins within.

Paul recognised this same danger in his own day. He wrote to Timothy to preserve purity in 
the ministry and to keep the Gospel free from corruption.

Timothy was a young minister facing a rising tide of false teachers who had left the faith and 
corrupted the message of Christ. Paul reminded him that the purpose of all sound doctrine is 
not debate or display, but the formation of divine love within the believer’s heart.

The True Ministry
Paul reminded Timothy that the goal of every divine commandment is love produced by 
inward purity. He wrote in 1 Timothy 1:5:

“Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 
conscience, and of faith unfeigned.”

Here Paul showed that the true ministry flows from an inner work of grace. Every word spoken 
and every doctrine taught should bring forth divine love and build up the church in spiritual 
life.

The three marks of a true minister are clear:

• A pure heart - cleansed from self and filled with the love of God.

• A good conscience - guided by truth, sensitive to the Spirit’s correction.

• Faith unfeigned - genuine, without hypocrisy, resting fully in Christ.

A ministry founded upon these qualities will always reflect Christ’s character. It brings healing, 
unity, and holiness among God’s people. It does not seek personal honour but serves humbly 
for the glory of God.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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The False Ministry
Immediately after describing the true, Paul warned of those who had turned aside. He wrote 
in 1 Timothy 1:6-7:

“From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; Desiring to 
be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they 
affirm.”

These  men and  women had  swerved  from  the  truth.  They  once  walked  in  light  but  lost 
direction.  Instead  of  ministering  life,  they  turned  to  vain  jangling  -  empty  speech,  clever 
arguments, and human ideas.

Their desire was not to serve, but to be teachers - to gain recognition and control. Yet Paul 
said they understood neither what they said nor what they confidently affirmed. They spoke 
boldly, but without revelation. Their words carried no spiritual authority because they were no 
longer led by the Spirit.

Paul warned that this kind of speech does not produce holiness. It leads only to ungodliness 
and confusion.

Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 2:16:

“But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more 
ungodliness.”

Personal Response
Key Truth
Why do a pure heart, good conscience and sincere faith distinguish true ministry from empty 
religious speech?
Personal Reflection
How could wanting recognition displace love in a responsibility you hold?
Action Step
Consider someone you serve. Do you seek praise or personal advantage? What change would 
express love from a pure heart and faith that is sincere?

A Clear Contrast

TRUE MINISTRY FALSE MINISTRY

Love out of a pure heart Vain talk and empty words

Good conscience before God Conscience seared and unfeeling

Faith unfeigned (sincere faith) Hypocrisy and self-interest

Teaches by revelation of the Spirit Teaches by human wisdom

Builds unity and holiness Breeds contention and confusion

Serves Christ and His Church Promotes self and tradition
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This clear contrast shows that apostasy begins in the heart before it appears in doctrine. When 
a minister loses purity of motive and spiritual sensitivity, he will soon lose the truth itself. Error 
begins inwardly - when love weakens and self takes the place of Christ.

The Spirit’s Warning
Paul continued this solemn theme in 1 Timothy 4:1-2:

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in 
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.”

Here  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  a  direct  warning.  Some ministers  would  depart  from the faith, 
turning from living truth to follow seducing spirits - teachings that appear spiritual but deny 
the reality of Christ’s indwelling Spirit.

Their consciences become seared and unfeeling. They no longer sense conviction or the gentle 
restraint  of  the  Spirit.  They  can  preach  error  without  shame  and  deceive  others  while  
appearing sincere. This is the full development of apostasy - the loss of truth, tenderness, and 
the presence of God.

Summary: Two Kinds of Ministry

TRUE MINISTRY FALSE MINISTRY

Born of the Spirit; Turned aside from revelation;

Flows from love, purity, and sincerity; Filled  with self,  ambition,  and talk  without 
power;

Exalts Christ alone; Follows seducing spirits and false doctrines;

Builds the body in truth and holiness. Leads souls away from the life of Christ.

The Safeguard Against Apostasy
Having  shown  the  contrast  between  true  and  false  ministry,  Paul  now  directs  us  to  the 
safeguard  that  keeps  a  minister  faithful.  The  safeguard  is  not  found  in  human  strength, 
education, or religious tradition, but in continual dependence upon the Spirit of Christ. Only 
the Spirit can preserve the ministry in purity and truth.

Holding Faith and a Good Conscience
Paul urged Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:18-19:

“This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which 
went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; Holding 
faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have 
made shipwreck.”

The safeguard begins with two essential qualities:

• Faith - complete trust in Christ as the source of all wisdom and power.

• A good conscience - a heart kept pure and responsive to the Spirit’s voice.
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When either of these is lost, the ministry becomes unstable. Faith without a clear conscience 
produces hypocrisy; a good conscience without faith produces fear. But when both remain 
united, the minister stands strong against deception.

Paul said that some had put away a good conscience, and as a result,  their faith suffered 
shipwreck. They still held a form of truth, but had lost spiritual life.

Remaining in the Word and the Spirit
The safeguard also depends upon continual abiding in the Word. The Word of God is  the 
standard by which every teaching, impression, and influence must be tested.

Jesus said in John 8:31-32:

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.”

Continuing in the Word keeps the minister free from the bondage of false ideas. Yet the Word 
alone, without the Spirit, becomes letter and law. A true minister must walk daily in the life of 
the Spirit, who brings light, understanding, and humility.

Ministering from a Pure Heart
Apostasy begins when ministry becomes mechanical -  when a man speaks for God but no 
longer lives in God’s presence. The safeguard, therefore, is to keep the heart pure and the 
motive clean.

Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:21:

“If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.”

To purge himself means to separate from everything that defiles the heart or weakens truth.  
The word purge means to cleanse thoroughly - to remove all that is unfit for the Master’s use.  
In this verse, Paul was speaking of the difference between vessels of honour and vessels of  
dishonour within the great house of God.

To purge oneself includes turning away from:

• false teachers and unsound doctrine;

• pride, self-interest, and ambition for position;

• worldly habits and influences that dull the conscience;

• careless living that weakens spiritual power.

The believer is complete in Jesus Christ at the new birth. Turning from false teaching, pride 
and worldly influence does not supply a missing part of salvation; it expresses the holy life 
already received in Him. A servant of Christ must remain faithful to that life and separate from 
influences  that  corrupt  the  message.  The  safeguard  is  not  position  or  reputation,  but 
continued  dependence  upon  the  indwelling  Christ,  whose  life  governs  pure  and  faithful 
service.
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Only a pure vessel can carry pure truth, for the message of Jesus Christ must flow through a  
clean channel. Such purity is not a further work that completes salvation; it is  the faithful 
expression of His life already dwelling within the born-again believer.

Continuing in the Love of God
The love of God is the great preservative of the ministry. It keeps the spirit tender, the motives 
sincere, and the conscience sensitive. When love fades, knowledge becomes dangerous and 
ministry becomes a burden.

Jude gave this counsel in Jude 20-21:

“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life.”

To keep oneself in the love of God means to remain yielded, humble, and prayerful - to let the 
Spirit continually renew the inner life. Where love is strong, error cannot live.

Recognising and Rejecting False Influences
The faithful  minister  must  also  be  alert  to  seducing  spirits  -  influences  that  appear  wise, 
spiritual, or deep, yet draw the heart away from Christ. Paul said in  2 Corinthians 11:13-15 
that false apostles appear as ministers of righteousness, but their power is not of God.

Every minister must test every influence and teaching. We must ask:

• Does it exalt Christ alone?

• Does it agree with the written Word?

• Does it produce holiness, humility and love?

If any answer is no, that teaching must be rejected, however persuasive or spiritual it appears.

Summary: How to Remain Faithful
• Hold faith and a good conscience - never separate belief from inward purity.

• Abide in the Word and the Spirit - let both work together to guide the heart.

• Purge the vessel - keep the life free from self and worldliness.

• Keep in divine love - remain humble, tender, and forgiving.

• Test all influences - measure everything by the life and truth of Christ.

Faithfulness Through the Indwelling Christ
The safeguard  against  apostasy  is  not  external  but  internal.  It  is  the  continual  abiding  of 
Christ’s Spirit within the heart of the minister. As long as the inner fountain remains pure, the 
ministry will remain pure.

When Paul reached the end of his course, he could say confidently, “I have kept the faith.” The 
same testimony should mark every born-again believer.
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Personal Response
Key Truth
How do faith, a good conscience and continued dependence on Christ guard against apostasy?
Personal Reflection
What response is needed when your conscience exposes a motive that would weaken honest 
service?
Action Step
If your conscience is drawing attention to pride, dishonesty or selfishness, what will you 
acknowledge and change instead of hiding it behind religious activity?

SUMMARY CHART: SYMBOLS AND MEANINGS

Symbol / Phrase Meaning Scripture Reference

Angels that sinned Human  messengers  or 
ministers  who  turned  from 
truth into error.

2 Peter 2:4, Jude 1:6

Chains of darkness Spiritual  blindness  and 
bondage  through  unbelief 
and false doctrine.

2  Peter  2:4,  Jude  1:6, 
Romans 1:28

Cast  down  to  hell 
(TARTAROŌ)

A  spiritual  condition  of 
abasement and restraint, not 
a  literal  place  beneath  the 
earth.

2 Peter 2:4

First estate Original  calling  and  position 
in truth and holiness.

Jude 1:6

Left their own habitation Abandoned  their  proper 
dwelling in the light of God’s 
presence.

Jude 1:6

Everlasting  chains  under 
darkness

Continuing  spiritual 
blindness as long as unbelief 
remains.

Jude 1:6, John 8:31-32

Judgement of the great day The  exposure  of  error  by 
truth  in  the  Gospel  Day, 
when the Word divides light 
from darkness.

Jude 1:6, John 3:19-21

Sons of God Righteous  men under  God’s 
influence  who  later  mixed 
with the ungodly.

Genesis 6:2, Romans 8:14

BACK TO CONTENTS
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Symbol / Phrase Meaning Scripture Reference

Daughters of men The  ungodly  line, 
representing  life  after  the 
flesh.

Genesis 6:2-4

My  Spirit  shall  not  always 
strive with man

Confirms  the  actors  are 
human, not celestial.

Genesis 6:3

Mighty men, men of renown Prominent but carnal figures 
arising  from  the  mixture  of 
truth and error.

Genesis 6:4

Every  imagination  of  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  was 
only evil continually

The  culmination  of  moral 
corruption  that  led  to  the 
Flood.

Genesis 6:5

It repented the LORD that he 
had made man

God’s  grief  directed  at 
mankind, not angels.

Genesis 6:6

After his kind God’s  law  of  reproduction 
within  created  boundaries, 
excluding  angel-human 
mixture.

Genesis  1:11-12,  Genesis 
1:20-25

Truth shall make you free Freedom from darkness and 
deception  through 
obedience to Christ’s Word.

John 8:31-32, Psalm 124:7

Personal Response
Key Truth
How do the angels, chains and lost habitation together picture a departure from light into 
spiritual bondage?
Personal Reflection
How would you respond to an impressive teaching that excuses disobedience? Explain why the 
warning about spiritual darkness matters to you.
Action Step
Choose a teaching that makes disobedience sound acceptable. How will you test it by the Bible, 
and what change will you make if it conflicts with Christ's truth?

CONCLUSION: THE ANGELS THAT SINNED

Not Celestial Beings but Human Messengers
The expression  “angels that sinned” in  2 Peter 2:4 and  Jude 1:6 does not refer to celestial 
beings cast out of heaven, but to human messengers who once carried the truth and later fell  
through pride,  deception,  and disobedience.  Throughout  the Bible,  the word angel  simply 

BACK TO CONTENTS
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means messenger. It applies both to heavenly spirits and human servants of God, depending 
on context. Peter and Jude were describing those within the household of faith who once 
knew the light of truth but turned aside into error.

A Spiritual, Not Celestial, Fall
Their fall was spiritual, not celestial. They fell, not from a heavenly location, but from their 
spiritual standing in Christ. To be “cast down to hell” (Greek TARTAROŌ) means to be brought 
into a condition of abasement and restraint, where divine light is lost and the mind becomes  
bound by falsehood.

The “chains of darkness” represent spiritual blindness and bondage caused by unbelief. These 
are not iron chains, but the unseen forces of deception that hold the soul until the light of 
truth exposes error.

The Witness of Genesis 6
This understanding is confirmed by Genesis 6, which speaks of men, not celestial beings. The 
“sons of God” were the righteous line of Seth, and the “daughters of men” were the ungodly 
descendants  of  Cain.  Their  intermarriage  produced  moral  decline,  not  a  race  of  hybrid 
creatures.

Verse 3 identifies the actors clearly:  “My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he 
also  is  flesh” (Genesis  6:3).  The  entire  context  concerns  human corruption,  not  rebellion 
among angels.

The Law of Reproduction
The divine law of reproduction “after his kind”, established in Genesis 1, forbids any crossing 
of kinds. Every form of life reproduces within its own order, according to the nature God has 
given.

Celestial angels, being spiritual and not fleshly, are not part of the reproductive order. Jesus 
confirmed this truth when He said,  “In the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven” (Matthew 22:30). This shows that angels do 
not reproduce, and that the record in Genesis 6 concerns men and women living upon the 
earth, not celestial beings taking part in human affairs.

Moral Decline and Spiritual Darkness
Therefore, the  “angels that sinned” and the  “sons of God” both represent those who once 
stood  in  divine  truth  but  fell  through  unbelief,  compromise,  and  disobedience.  Their  fall  
brought  spiritual  blindness  and  bondage,  described  as  “chains  of  darkness.” The  same 
principle operates today wherever men reject the Word of God and substitute human ideas 
for divine truth.

Judgement with a Purpose of Mercy
Even in  judgement,  God’s  mercy  is  evident.  His  purpose  is  always  redemptive.  While  life 
continues,  repentance  and  restoration  remain  possible.  The  same  Word  that  judges  also 
delivers those who turn again to Christ in humility and faith.
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Peter reminds us of God’s longsuffering in 2 Peter 3:9:

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.”

The lesson of “the angels that sinned” stands as both a warning and an invitation. It warns that 
spiritual  privilege  brings  responsibility,  and  that  pride  or  compromise  can  cause  even  a 
messenger of truth to fall. Yet it invites all who have stumbled to return to the light, where 
every chain of darkness is broken by truth.

In  the  next  Study  Guide,  The  Great  Dragon,  we  will  examine  Revelation  12:9 and  the 
symbolism of the dragon being cast out. We will consider the spiritual conflict between truth 
and false religion, and how the victory of Jesus Christ is made known through the blood of the 
Lamb and the word of their testimony.

Personal Response
Key Truth
How do Peter, Jude and Genesis 6 together connect spiritual privilege with responsibility and 
the danger of compromise?
Personal Reflection
Which warning about spiritual privilege challenges your own motives or faithfulness most?
Action Step
What has the study of Peter, Jude and Genesis 6 shown you about your own responsibility? 
Identify one belief, motive or practice you will examine or change in response.



SUBMISSION TO COGMA FOR APPRAISAL

Instructions
Complete this section after you have finished the Study Guide. It must be completed online.

The link is located at the bottom of the online Study Guide — https://cogma.com.au/study-
guides/

Your answers should reflect your understanding, your personal response, and how you intend 
to live by the truth you have studied. Answer honestly and be specific.

1. Main Truth

How do the false teachers in 2 Peter 2 and Jude help identify the angels that sinned? Use a 
verse from each account and explain why the meaning of messenger matters.

2. Understanding

How do chains of darkness and leaving a first estate describe the messengers' spiritual fall? 
Explain how that condition differs from God's holy dwelling.

3. Personal Reflection

What has the warning about deceptive teaching led you to reconsider about excuses for sin? 
Explain how Christ's freedom helps you examine a religious claim that permits wrongdoing.

4. Response to Truth

What does the present judgement seat of Christ mean when His Word exposes a wrong 
motive? Explain what the rich man's fixed gulf helps you consider about responding while life 
remains.

5. Action Step

Peter contrasts faithful service with self-willed ministry. What does this mean for your own 
desire for recognition or control? Is there something you want to reconsider about the way you 
serve?

6. Early Response

Have you already reconsidered your desire for recognition or control in the light of Peter's 
teaching about faithful service? If yes, explain what you did or now understand more clearly. If 
not, explain what you are still considering or what has made it difficult to begin.

https://cogma.com.au/study-guides/
https://cogma.com.au/study-guides/


7. Ongoing Practice

How could faith, a good conscience and Christ's love guide the way you continue serving 
others? Explain why growth in faithfulness does not complete an unfinished salvation.

8. Doctrinal Clarity

How do man, flesh and reproduction after kind help explain the sons of God in Genesis 6? Use 
the human setting of the Flood to distinguish spiritual compromise from a claim of celestial 
spirits producing children.

9. Living the Truth

A respected teacher insults others, seeks personal gain and calls impurity grace. How would 
Peter's warning and Paul's marks of true ministry help you assess this? Describe a truthful and 
humble response you could make.

10. Final Response

How do the fallen messengers, chains of darkness and lost habitation fit together with the 
warning in Genesis 6? Explain what has become clearer to you and what receiving God's mercy 
means for your own response.
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